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Concern for the environment and
: how to best address
environmental and climate

| problems, nationally and
internationally, have long been a
priority for successive Swedish
governments and coniinues to be
so today.

—Vhe policies are characietized by
close cooperation” between all
parts of Swedish society; from
consumers and researchers to businesses
and environmental organisations. The aim

is to be a modern society that is envi-
ronmentally sound and based on sustain-
able resources. One of the major chal-
lenges has been and continues to be how
to pursue a growth-friendly policy that
takes account of climate change.




ledto a reductlon of its. greenhouse

'-._cent since the m1d~19705 ‘Berween
1990 and 2006, emissions feii by
almost 9 per cent. At the same time,
GDP ingreased by 44 per cent. But
much remains to be done. The cur-

rent government has therefore com-
mitted one billion Swedish kronor
(approximately 170 million USD) for
the peried 2009-2010 to national
climate and energy initiatives. In
addition, heavy investment is being
made in energy efficiency measures
related to environment, forestry, ag-
riculture and energy.

Initiatives in the energy sector

In the energy sector it has been pos-
sible to make major reductions in
carbon dioxide emissions by radically
reducing the use of oil for electricity
production and heating. One aim of
energy policy is to promote efficient
energy use and cost-effective energy
supply that meets high standards for
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- _and the chmate Because the Swed
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;'European system, more effective us _
of electr1c1ty and: the provision of
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to lower emissions of carbon leX—
‘ide in other countries too. '

Some measures being taken in the
energy sector today:

¢ Municipal energy and climate ad-
visory services and information,
training and regional action are im-
portant measures for reaching con-
sumers and small entrepreneurs.
Local and regional measures for
energy efficiency are being streng-
thened in the period 2008-2010.
These measures include an assign+
ment to all county administrative
boards to develop regionalélimate
and energy strategies’in 2008.

* Measures to facilitate the devel-
opment of wind power include the
provision of special financial sup-
port for planning in municipali-
ties and regions. Initiatives are
underway to encourage the tech-
nological development and market
introduction of wind power.
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+ Since 2005, & rogramme for En-
ergy Efficiency has been underway
fo_r -cﬁ_e_fgjz—in;ensive industry. In ex-
change for a company conducting
systematic work for improying
energy efficiency, it is exempted
from ‘tax on the electricity used
in irs production.

Initiatives in'buildings

Improving energy cfficiency in build-
ings makes it possible to,reduce the
need for energy for heating, and this
can lead to a reduced use of fossil
fuels and the conservation of other
energy resources. The potential of
energy-efficiency improvement is
enormous when it comes to build-
ings. The Swedish government pro-
vides numerous financial incentives
to private house owners in order to
encourage them to install and use

IV/JULLAGUSTUS 2008 - No. 24~
T Spced up. the expansmn of Wlnd

s solar heatmg
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_Sweden also pursues pohaes 0 pro--._' _'

mote sustamable cides and commu-
nities. The. ambmon is to. bnng to-
gether the. stare, thc busmess sector
and local Eau;:hqrz__1:1_:‘:3__m a nanonal
pléitfo_rm to create examples of areas
in Sweden that demonstrate cutting-
edge technology for sustainable hous-
ing solutions+and visions that have
been realised in blocks, neigh-
bourhoods or local communities.
One of the aims of this initative is
to encourage urban development pro-
jects that help improve the environ-
ment and reduce climate impaet, and
that facilitate the export of Swedish
environmental technology.

In April 2008, the Swedish Embassy
in Indonesia, together with local and
regional partners, organised a one-
day seminar on the subject of urban
challenges ~ “Sustainable Cities —
Challenges for Indonesia and Sweden”.
The need for a sustainable and ho-
listic approach to urban planning was
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Swedish exports in the field of enyi-

ronmental technology With a longer—
“terin focus ‘on small and medium«-

51zed busmesses o

~ ous concept. Sustamabie Clty, was

presentcd

: The partimpants of the seminar were

government oﬁiczals, academlcs, bu31-'

ness sector representauves, local gov-
ernors, and NGO’s. The seminar
spawne'd':inféfésting discussions and
many important issues and challenges
were raised. A crucial ingredient in
the work for sustainable cities is the
importance of cooperation and ex-
change ‘of experience. The Embassy
expects that the seminar will stimu-
late further discussions and resulr in
continued dialogue and co-operation
between Sweden and Incionesxa in this

field.

Environmental technology
Initiative

Measures to develop environmental
technology are designed in consulta-
tion with business and industry; in
order to focus on promoting com-
petitiveness in the field of environ-
mental technology. The initiative aims
at increasing the opportunities for

S A_ction_ in the transport sector

The wransport secror is the largest
source of greenhouse gas emissions,
Ong of the main challenges facing
Sweden is to adapt transport to cli-
mate concerns. Sweden is by Euro-
pean standards a large counury
(450,000 km?2), extending over long
distances. The country cannot cope
without cars, but car travel must not
contribuite to increased emissions. The
challenge is how to have a transport
sector that has a decreasing impact
on the climarte. Step by step taxes,
regulations and econemic instrumenrts
will be developed that favourenvi-
ronment-friendly choicesy”both in
Sweden and at the EU level. Among
the initiatives taken are a green car
rebate to stimulate demand for fuel-
efficient cars and cars that run on
alternative fuels; congestion charges
in major cities, expansion in the
number of biogas stations; green fuels
such as ethanol and other biofuels
are exempt from tax and reinforce-
ment of second-generation biofuelsis
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| _._The chmate tax package

- 'parhament approved 1mplementation

of a, chmate tax package that com- -

prises -a zoral of more than 3 billion
Swedish kronor (approximately 500
USD) in higher energy and climate
axes in the budger bill for 2008. For
consumers, - this means a toral cost
increase 'of SEK 0.29/litre. petrol.
Energy tax was also increased for
diesel oil. In total, energy taxes gives
the Swedish state an annual revenue
of almost 10 billion USD. As such,
it can provide an‘alternative to en-
ergy and oil subsidies*used in many
countries, especially in thevdevelop-
ing world, if these revenues are useéd
to alleviate poverty.

The public sector takes the lead

The public sector has to set an ex-
ample for companies and the public
and accelerate developments. One

action. taken_by the Swedlsh govern—._

“ment is to t;ghten the requx:ements_';f' "
-:for the share of: enwronmental cars
in pubhc procurement and ieasmg of
| €as by the central govemment from'__ .
75 per cent to 85 per cent. In'addi-
-'uon, at least 25 per cent of emer—_ i
. gency: vehxcles have to be green Ve—j_::

. . - ':_ '_'hicies Stncter env1ronmentai require-
-In December 2007 the Swedish

ments are to be introduced for pub-
lic procurement. The public sector .
should also take a leading role con-
cerning improvements in energy ef-
ficiency. The Swedish government has
furthermore decided to pay compen-
sation for emissions from government
offices’ air rravel. Compensarion s
paid via UN-conwolled Clean De-
velopment Mechanism (CDM) pro-
Jects, an investment in emission re-
ductions in Brazil, for example.

Ambitious climate and enérgy -
efforts in the European Union

With an increasingly integrated Eu-
ropean Union, and transnational pro-
blems requiring transnational solu-
tions, the EU plays a very impor-
tant role in Swedish environmental
policy. In the EU Sweden is pressing
for an ambitious climate policy. The
EU heads of state and government
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| __by somethmg inthe order of 30 per

. cent by 20207 If an. international
agreement can be reached the EU
Will . L

undertake to reduce emissions by 30
per cent by 2020. The EU also wants
the industrialised countries to col-
lectively reduce their emissions by
60—80 ‘per cent by 2050 compared
w1th 1990 levels

The European Union has also adop-
ted two binding goals for renewable
energy. ‘Twenty per cent of EU en-
ergy consumptien is to come from
renew-able sources by 2020, and
biofuels are to account for at least
10 per cent of total fuel consump-
tion. In addition, by 2020, the FU
is to achieve the goal of improving
energy efficiency by 20 per cent.

In January 2008, the European Com-
mission presented a climate and en-
ergy package. An important part of
this package is how much each mem-
ber country must reduce its emis-
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L ___'smns by 2020 for the EU to suc-j o
o gas, emissions by 20 | per cent by 2020 -
: compared wn:h 1990 Ievels The EU .' -'estabhshed by the European Counv'._"'
cil. The proposal includes the emis-
sions that are not coveréd. by the

European Emissions Trading Scheme_';';.

ceed in ac:hlevmg the chmate targets -

(ETS). For Sweden, the proposal..
means that greenhouse gas emlssmns”"
are 0 be reduced by 17 per cen:
compared with 2005 levels. Nego—:-_.
tiations have begun on the various:
paris of the package, aimed atr a

decision being taken at the begin-
ning of 2009.

Greater international climate
cooperation

The climate issue is global and re-
quires measures in all countries. Swe-
den can show other countries that
high rate of growth can be environ-
mentally sound and based onsustain-
able resources. This medns being a
fossil-free, environmentally driven
economy in rapid growth.

Sweden is working actively on de-
veloping the project-based mecha-
nisms of the Kyoto Protocol: Joint
Implementation and the Clean De-
velopment Mechanism in global cli-
mate cooperation. These are acting
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~tributing to sustainable development._.'

-:.Cooperatlon ‘with developmg coun—';_"
= ‘tries isa partlculaﬂy nnpo;:tant part'."
| " of long-term viobai Work to address

: " USD 'will be. spent on pro;ects in
".deveiopmg gountries Wlth rapidly”:_:_
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taken an initiative for an international .
Commission for Climate Change and

Development. The Commission’s

tasks are to present proposals for how

development assistance can be ‘cli-
mate- proofed’ by integrating risk
reduction and adaptation to climate
change in the development and pov-
erty. reduction plans of poor coun-
tries. The results will be presented
in the spring of 2009.. |

Sweden will play an active role in
persuading the world’s countries*to
agree on a new climare treaty by 2009
at the latest. Sweden will hold the
Presidency of the EU in the six
months of 2009 when decisions on
a new global climate agreement be-
yond 2012 will be taken. The EU —
and therefore also Sweden — will most

in .ieadmc negouauons toa success— :

ful concius;on

Sweden and Indonesia

'--..‘_"'_:.;chmate change About 1 m;lhon'_z"_ B DUSE _
‘Sweden has cooperated with Indo-i

nesia dn the_ ﬁcld of enwronmcntal

__._:pmtection;for aimost ‘ten. years.
SN [ T TR _.__-5_':_:_Currently the programmes are in the -
Th_@_sﬁSWc:dish ?-gé_‘._f_-ﬁfrnmcn? has also. field of water and saniration, includ-
yan i tive for as ' .:"__ing_._s_o_lidzwast_c ‘management, .which
has focused on the strengthening of

. local and regional capacity. In furure

years, it is foreseen that there will
be an increased focus on environment
and climate in our cooperation with
Indonesia, in an actor-driven coop-
eration with the aim to murually

‘benefit both countries.

_.:.:Recently, the Swedish city of Boff

and its university have embarked

-upon a cooperation pregramme in

the area of development of technol-
ogy and research on waste refinery
with Yogyakarta regional municipal-
ity as well as with Gajah Mada Uni-
versity. As part of this collaboration
there are currently eight Indonesian
students studying this topic at the
University of Bords.(d






