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Abstract:

among IS followers in Indonesia.

Background

Aman Abdurrahman, whose original name
is Oman Rochman, was born “in_Sumedang
(West Java) in January 1972. Married andufather
of four (Qutaibah 2013), Aman graduated with
honours in Islamic law from a salafi university

in Jakarta, LIPTA (a Saudi Arabian-funded

institution linked to the Islamic university in

Riyadh). Subsequently, he became a teacher and
taught in several salafi mosques and pesantren
in Jakarta and West Java before becoming a
jihadi scholar. He is proficient in Arabic and has

reportedly memorised the Qur'an and almost
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1,500 hadiths (sayings of Prophet Muhammad).
With these “religious credentials”; he has been
able to garner a large number of followers
(Queaibah 2013, 1CG 2004, DetilkX 2016).

Aman is also a prolific author, translator
and editor of extremist texts and videos,
including that of the so-called ‘Tslamic State’
(IS). He translated and articulated the writings
of Al Qaeda’s Middle Eastern ideologues, and
subsequently 15, and applied them in the context
of Indonesia. Currently, Aman is incarcerated in
Nusa Kambangan Penitentiary, off Central Java
south coast for funding and sending his students
for the 2010 jihadi training camp in Aceh. He
was reportedly placed in isolation after his alleged

involvement in orchestrating the January 2016
attack in Jakarta (Tempo 2010, IPAC 2016a).
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Amans mvolvement in terrorism, began in

RS '-;-2004 When he. orgamsed a bomb-making class -
" for his students in Cimanggis, West Java (ICG
7 2004).
Lo :'nnpnsonment and was released in 2008 because
. of remissions (reduction of sentences) [EAputan6

© 2015 and ICG 2010]. Usingsthe pen name

Abu Sulaiman, his influence within Indonesian

| jihadi circles grew in 2007 after he translated the

~oeseyringsof aninflueptial salafisjibadi ideologue

Abu Muhammad sal-Maqdisi, the mentor of
“Abu Musab al-Zargawi (the leader of Al Qaeda
in Iraq, widely fecognised as the ‘father’ of IS)
(ICG 2010, Patterson 2016, Harrison 2016,
Hassan 2016). Aman provided the ideological
base for the 2010 cross organisational (/insas
tanzim) jihadi training camp in Aceh on the
importance of gifal tamkin, which is based on
Al-Maqdisi’s 'work. Qita/ famkin_defines the
importance of securing a base while waging jihad

and conducting dakwah (religious” outreach)
simultancously (1ICG 2010).

Aman is also ‘an avid proponent of fakfiri
mu'ayyan, which is the most extreme thought
within jihadi-Salafism., The conecept labels
Muslims as 4a/fr (non-believers) if they are
associated with thaghut entities™(those who do
not implement God’s law) and do not agree with
the fakfiri mu'ayyan camp; they are also liable to
be killed and have their assets confiscated {(IPAC
2014a, Sulaiman 2010a, 2010b, Abdurrahman
2012a).

Despite being incarcerated, Aman remained
influential within the jihadi community as he
continued to write, translate, and edit from
prison. His followers disseminated his writings,
translations and edited works, including IS
material, through various platforms such as MP3
audios, books, e-books, and articles. Aman’s
profile as an ideologue increased following the
decline of the terrorist group Jemaah Islamiyah
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'He was sentenced .to seven years of
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. _.(]I), the arrests of its leaders Abu Dujana and--_":'f'_"' G
Zarkasih, and the dismantlement of JI second .
_headquarters in. Poso in. 2007. Following these;f:’f' :
setbacks,]T began to focus on dakwah, rather thany-f "
_Wagmg jihad (ICG 2010 and TPAC 2014b). Ie o

- was further weakened after the death of Noordin -

M. Top in 2009:(Noordin was the leaderofa JT =

splinter group that masterminded several suicide
bombings in Indonesia).

Aman provided the ideological jus t'iﬁCation::

for-jihad-in-Tudonesia by targeting the “near™—

enemy (ICG 2010, ICG 2011, Abdurtahman

2012b). This partly contributed to the shift of
primary targets from foreign to local, which
includes mainly the police and top government
leaders and parliament buildings. This was a
deparmre from Noordin’s targets of the “far
enemy”, which included the interests of the
U.S. and its Western allies. In late 2013, Aman
chose to oppose Al Qaeda and sided with IS,
well before’ IS declared its caliphate in June 2014
(IPAC 2014a, Sulaiman 2009).

“Unification” of Pro IS Groups

Aman’s students maintained 2/ cohesive
network, albeit without a rigid ofganisational
structure. The students created’a study group,
Tauhid wal jihad, afterstheir mentor was
imprisoned in 2004°(ICG 2010). During his
timevin-prison, Aman recruited both criminal
and terrorist inmates; he even successfully
influenced Abu Bakar Ba'asyir, the former JI
leader and a prominent jihadi ideologue to
support IS. This resulted in the split of Ba'asyir’s
movement, Jamaah Ansharut Tauhid (JAT),
and the formation of the splinter group Jamaah
Ansharusy Syariah (JAS), in August 2014, led
by Abu Bakar Bd'asyir’s son, Abdul Rochim
Ba'asyir (VoA-Islam 2016, JAS 2014/16). Aman
managed to “annex” the remaining JAT structure,
including the administrators and members loyal
to Ba'asyir.




rmhman Ideolo

_._.Amans students_- also
_recruited members of 1 vanous radlcal Islarmst

S _'-ff.f_'.groups, such ‘as Gerakan' Reformis - Tslam
o : : (GARIS) and the now d1smantied Front Pembela i
- Islam (FPI). Lamongan 'Fney man&ged 10 create -

y '_5;'-'-_'-Forum AktiVls Syanat Tslam (FAKSI), Forum__'-'
o fKomumkam Duma Tslam: (FKDI), and Umat-

~ Tslam Nusantara (UIN) [IPAC 2014/2015, M.

| ) 'Fachry 2014/2015]. The three: major. Indonesxan

| 15 ﬁghters Who have aliegedly ordered attacks

_m Indonesm - Bahrumsyah Bahmn Nzurn, and

are all former students of Aman Abdurrahman_

(IPAC 2014a and Setyawan 2016)

.--In. spearheadmg the unification of pro-
IS groups, Aman was probably inspired by
IS propaganda magazine Dabig -(November
2014), which spelled out the requirements of
establishing a wilayat (governorate). It stated
that for a wilayat to be declared, groups that
had pledged allegiance to IS must unite under a
single leadership, which has to be acknowledged
by the “caliph”. The existing groups were to be
abolished in order to become part of IS wilayat.
An effort to unite pro-IS groups under one
organisation was detected in March 2015 with
the formation of Jamaah Ansharud Daulah
(JAD); it reportedly comprised members of
Mujahidin Indonesia Timur (MIT), Mujahidin
Indonesia Barat (MIB), JI splinter grops,and
Al-Muhajirun (Tribun News 2015). Students
of Aman Abdurrahman were also members of
JAD. (IPAC 2014a, Tempo 2016). However, by
the time JAD was declared, it had yet to form an
organisational structure (Aditya 2015).

More serious efforts by Aman Abdurrahman
to unite pro-IS groups in Indonesia were
seen when JAD expanded and used the name
Ansharud Daulah Islamiyah (ADI), Jamaah
Ansharul Khilafah (JAK), and finally Jamaah
Ansharul Khilafah Islamiyah (JAKI). Up to
100 pro-IS individuals from across the country
met at a JAKI meeting in a hotel in Malang in

 November 2015 (IPAC 2016b/2016
; Amans unstructured network in: the past']AKI

mﬁltrated and: '

had as semblance of a proper orgamsauonal'
structure, It had, inter aha a division of military

aﬁa.trs and reglonal ‘emir (Ieaders) for Ambon,_-.
South Sulawe31, Eastjava and Ccntral ]ava

3 IS Centrai w}AD 5 Connectmn

Aman Was aﬂegedly mvolved 1n f:he'

.}anuary 2016 attack in ]akarta ‘that killed
~eight. peopL, _mclucimg fo”r atracleers- frsmf;:--'f-::-'-
]AD (Purnama 2016b and Tempo 2016) He
'aﬂegedly commumcated Wlth Abu Jandal, who B
delivered a message from IS central to carry out

an attack in Indonesm (IPAC 2016¢). Three
out of five 1S-linked attacks in Indonesia in
2016 were attributed to JAD they were the
]anuary 2016 jakarta attack, the October 2016 -
stabbing of three pohce officers in Tangerang, -
a suburb of Jakarta, and the November 2016
church bombing in Samarinda, the capital city
of East Kalimantan (Metro TV News 2016,
Friastuti 2016, Tempo 2016). Two JAD-linked
attacks (the January 2016 Jakarta attack and the
Tangerang attack) were claimed by IS central in
Dabig (13" edition) and Rumiyah (3¢ edition),
respectively. This indicates a strong’ connection
between IS central and JAD,€specially since
not all attacks linked to 1S#ighters, such as the
Bahrun Naim-linked" suicide bombing in Solo

police post in July 2016, were acknowledged by
IS central.

In June 2016, JADD members planned to
replicate the Jakarta attack in Surabaya, the
capital city of East Java. JAD members also
planned to stab police officers in a police post
in Purwakarta, a West Java district, on New
Year’s eve in December 2016 (Novianto 2016
and Bangka Pos 2016). JAD members also
joined other pro-IS cells under Bahrun Naim,
such as the cells that carried out the July 2016
Solo bombing, and the plot on New Year’s eve
(Tribun News 2016 and 2016b, Armenia 2016).
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_Syrxa ‘Ihis would probably climinate Amans
' 'chances of becommg the emir of IS Indcnesm
in the future
"-4'en;oy good relanons with Bahrumsyah who

Addxtlonaﬂy, Aman does not

was appomted by al- Baghdadi as the leader of
the Southeast Aszan IS fighting unit Katibah
Nusantara (KN) in Syria and Iraq. Nevertheless,
]AD activists have maintained connections with
IS__C(zntra,l.'This was made evident in the stabbing
of three police officers in Tangerang for which
1S central claimed responsibility. They are also
well connected with either Bahrun Naim or Abu
Jandal (’b_efofe his demisc) (IPAC 2016c, Chan
2016, Pi;rnz_x_ma 2016, Dewi 2016).

Further evidence of Aman’s influence and
connection with 1S central can also be seen
in his despatch of\Indonesians to Syria. He
reportedly vetted Indonesian 1S fighters before
they departed for the Levant. In some cases,
jihadists could not join ISy without Aman’s
recommendations, despite having  already
reached Irag (DetikX 2010). At least fotrumen
from his pesantren (lslamic boarding school),
who were going to Syria through Singapore were

deported in February 2016 (Batam News 2016).

Conclusion

Aman will complete his nine-year sentence
in 2019 but he is likely to be charged again
because of his alleged involvement in the
January 2016 Jakarta attack (Setyawan 2016 and
Purnama 2016b). Keeping him isolated means
Aman is probably no longer “commanding”
JAD. Instead, members of the group conduct
attacks on their own or by joining other pro-IS
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Aman Abdufrahman Ideologuc ané Commmdcr ofIS Su;:lportus i lndoncsm _

_f:ath of Abu ]andfd in.a- su1£:1de .
bombmg mission in- Mosul Irag, in Nove,mber
2016 and the 1solat10n of Aman Abdurrahrnan
: -'-*.foliowmg the ]1nuary 2016. }akarta attack have
o dlSl‘U.PTI‘Zd a “direct channel” between IS central

and Aman Abdunahman Abu Jandal’s death

.-'means Aman has lost an important contact
. with close connections to the IS leadérship in

'ceils Hls 1soiat10n not\mthstandmg, Aman W}_H
likely remam..the ideological leader for many'__:. .
Indonesian ~pro-1S:individuals through hi_s_'..i' S

audios and writings that are widely circulated -

in - various “pro-I1S5-. social  media nemorlung - .'; '

applications. The fact that Aman does not have -
combat experience nor overseas militant traumng': S
like those of older JI leaders may seem 1rre£evant-

for many young IS supporters.

‘The case of_ Aman Abdurrahman ana: o

Indenesian authorities would have to deal with. -

The first is whether writings, books, articles,
videos and audios of convicted felons who preach
violence and extremism should be allowed
tree circulation as well as easy access on social
media platforms? The second is the unrestricted
activities and movements of members of militant
and terrorist organisations such as JAD. The third
concerns the position to take when the prison
sentences ‘of jihadist ideologues and militant
leaders like Aman Abdurrahman (now 45 vyears
old) expire. These are pressing issues which also
concern countries grappling with online jihadi
subversion, terrorist networks and cells, and
imprisoned ideologues and militants.How they
are dealt with and resolved will determine the
threat levels in the countries ¢oncerned and to
some extent the present and future trajectory of
terrorism.

References:

Abdurrahman, Ustadz Abu Sulaiman Aman
{translator). 2012a. “Membongkar Syubhat Para
Pembela Thaghut”. Maktabab Jahizuna. April.

Abdurrahman, Abu Sulaiman Aman.
2012b. “Ya...Mereka Memang Thaghut...!”.
Millah Ibrakim. January 9.

Aditya, Reza. 2015, Jemaah Ini Akui Rekrut
WNI Pro-ISIS ke Surigh. Tempo. March 18,
2015. Accessed March 20, 2015.




S 'Aman Abciurrahmen Ideeloguc and Commander ef IS Sup;)orters in Indonesm

'? : :_Armema

Resty.: 2016. ‘Bahrun Narm,

S Daiang Teror Bom Bekasi dan Thamrin. CNN

'_ Indones1a December 11 Accessed December

28,2016.

Bangka Pos. 2016. Polisi Ungkap Kelompok

. 'Terons Prmpman Aman Abdurrahman Ingin

3 Berak51

Saat Tahun Baru.

i December 27.
Accessed December 28, 2016. e

Batam News. 2016. Aman Abdurrahman
: leenal Dekat dengan Daiang Teror ]akarta

S Bahrun Nalm Februdry 21. Accessed March 3,

2016.

Chan, Frangis. 2016. ISIS ‘Funded Attack
in Jakarta'. The 8traits Times. March 5. Accessed
March 7, 2016.

- Dabig. 2014. “Bagiyah Wa Tatamaddad”. 5@
Edition. November.

Dabiq. 2016.“Laporan Militer Pilihan Yang
Dilakukan Daulah Islam®. 13" Edition. January:

Detik X. 2016, Merekrut ISIS Dari Balik
Jeruji. February 11. Accessed January 6,2017.

Dewi, Anita Permata 2016. Aksi dan
Rencana Teror Sepanjang - 2016.  Anzara.
December 25. Accessed January 4, 2017.

Fachry. M. 2014. “Umat Islam Nusantara
Adakan Kajian Islam dan IlmiyahwSambut
Khilafah Islam di Bekasi”, 4/-Mustaghbal. July
10.

Fachry, M. 2015. “Pemberitahuan: Kajian
Islam dan Ilmiyah Khilafah Islamiyah Pindah
Tempat ke Masjid Al Fataa, Menteng Raya!” 4/-
Mustagbal net. January 2.

Friastuti, Rini 2016. Lima Tersangka Bom
Molotov Samarinda Kelompok JAD. November
18. Accessed December 1, 2016.

Graham-Harrison, Emma. 2016. Twitter
Accounts of Abu Qatada and Other Key Al-
Qaeda Figures Suspended. ke Guardian.

December 26 Accessed ]anuary 6 '2017 R

- Hassan; Hassan 2016 Amencas Error are
.. Archng Former Al %eda Group The Naa‘zonal
'September 18. Accessed]anuaryé 2017 o

Internauonal Cns1s Gmup (ICG) 2004-_:_-___

: Indone51a Backgrounder Why Salafism and - :

Terrensm Mostly Dore:Mix”. Asra Report No
83. September 13 :

- ICG. 2010. “Indonesia: Jihadi:Surprise in

- Aeeh”Asia-Report No- 189 April 208 -

1CG: 2011, “Indonesian Jihadism: Small
Groups, Big Plans”. Asia Report No. 204. April
19. '

Institute. for Policy Analysis of Conflict
(IPAC). 2014a. “The Evolution of ISIS in
Indonesia”. IPAC Report No. 13. September 24.

IPAC. 2014b. “Indonesians and the Syrian
Conflict”. IPAC Report No. 6. January 30.

IPAC. 2015, Indonesias Lamongan
Network: How East Java, Poso and Syria/Are
Linked”. IPAC Report No. 18. April 15.

IPAC. 2016a. “Update on Indonesian Pro-
ISIS Prisoners and Deradicalisation Efforts”.
IPAC Report No. 34. December 14.

1PAC . 2016b. “Disunity Among Indonesian
18IS Supportersand The Risk of More Violence”.
IPAC Report No. 25. February 1.

IPAC. 2016c. “ISIS in Ambon: The Fallout
IPAC Report No.

from Communal Confict”.

28. May 13.

ama’a sharus ariah. 2014. “Pro
Jama'ah Ansharusy Syari’ah. 2014. “Profil
Jamaah Ansharusy Syari'ah”. No date.

Jama'ah Ansharusy Syari'ah. 2016. “Jubir
Ansharusyariah: Aleppo adalah Bagian dari
Umat Islam dan Harus Dibela” December 17.

Liputan6.2005, “Terdakwa Bom Cimanggis
Divonis Tujuh Tahun”. February 2. Accessed

Jurnal W Kepolisian | Edisi 089| Agustus - Qktober 2017




I_::_.:_:_:::_Dibzuat di Nusakambangan
s '---_Acccsscd Octobcr 29,2016.

' Aman Abdurmhman Iéwiugue .md ‘Commandc; of IS Supporters in Indnnesm .

Metro TV News 2016. Sultan Az1ansyah
O_C._tobe_r _26_

Nowanto, Nagan -2016. Bom Bunuh

'-_:_-Dm Calon Pengantm Pas Nuzulul Quran-di

'-.-:;'Surabqya Siaga Indonesia. ]une 9 Accessed

o :']amiaryét 2017.

Patterson, “Thom. #2016, ‘The Unlikely

e --.uoci ather -of -the Tsldtnic Stat te. NN, July 4.~
' -Acccssed ]anuary 4- 2017.

Suialman, Abu (translator). 2009. “Apakah
Mespd Dlirar Itu?” Aiilab Ibrabim. December
31.

~‘Sulaiman, Abu. 2010a. “Kepada Kaum
Muslimin Dimana Saja Berada”. Millah 1brakim.
September 4.

Sulaiman, Abu. 2010b. “Antara Kami
dengan Thaghut”. Millah Ibrahim. August 18.

Setyawan, Feri Agus. 2016. Bahrun Naim
Pernah Gabung Pengajian Aman Abdurrahman.
Okezone. January 17 Accessed January 20, 2016.

Purnama, Dara. 2006a. Aksi Teror Terkait
Bahrun Naim Instruksi Langsung dari Aman
Abdurrahman. Okezone. December 15. Accessed
December 28, 2016.

Purnama,

Dara. 2016b. Penangkapan
Terduga Teroris di Tangsel, Batam, dan
Payakumbuh Terkait Aman Abdurrahman.

Jurnal Imu Kepslisian | Edisi 089% Agustus - Oktober 2017

O/%ezone December 22. Accessed December 28
12016: L

Rum1yah 2016 Llputan Opcz’am Mﬁater_'.-_._ﬁ.:_

3 3rd. Edmon Novcmbcr

* Quiaibah, Abu. 2013. “Biografi Ust. Abu
Mz]labfbmbzm R

| Sulaxmal_'l_ A_man AI_J__d_u_rra_hrna

January,

‘Tempo. 2010. Ustad Oman Divonis 9 -.
Tahun Penjara December 20. Accessed August S
14,2014 -

Tempo. 2016. “Jejaring Teror Thamrin”.
January 25~ 31 Edition.

Tribun News, 2015. ISIS Indonesia Bentuk
JAD. March 22. Accessed March 30, 2015.

Tribun News. 2016. Teroris Pembeli
Bahan Bom Untuk Serang Polresta Surakarta
Ditangkap di Gunung Putri. Auagust 17.

Accessed December 28, 2016,

Tiibun News. 2016b. Terduga Teroris
Serpong Direkrut di Lapas Cipinang. December
22. Accessed December 28, 2016.

VoA-Islam. 2014a. Ustadz Abu Bakar
Ba'asyir Membaiat ISIS Karena/ Intensifnya
Pengaruh Napi Pro ISIS. August 5. Accessed
January 11, 2017.

VoA-Islam2014b. Ustad Fuad Al Hazimi:
JAS Dibentuk Karena Tak Setuju dengan 1SIS.
August 11. Accessed January 11,2017,




