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 TRI-BRATA.

caon . Police Principles of the Indonesian
o Mational Police - :
Background
The Police in indonesian during the time of colonial rulership
were an apparaius in the hands of foreign rulers, primarily designed
to protect the interests of their own group. Their policy could not
be focused other than on the preservation of the colonial power.
With the growing political coniroversies between the forsign rufers
angd the auiochtonous peopls the police were regimenied o
suppress the people’s ideals for independence. This is one of the
main reasons why the police ware so unpopular to the indonesian
public during this period.

The dawn of independence, starting with the Proclamation
of the Republic of Indonesia on the 17 th. of August 1945, brouat
forth new alms and ideals throughout the various waiks of life of
the indonesian nation. This effect was to be particularly noted in a
new concept and philosophy of police lawenforcement and mana-
gement system in Indonesia. The police of Fres indonesia belong to
the Indonesian people and are a part of them, accordingly an atmaos-
shere of mutual faith, trust and cooperation between the people
and the police had to be promoted. Policemen must not be used
to suppress the people’s freedom of living a sound life. On the
contrary, it becomss their duty to protest the human rights of
avery citizen as is meant in the Republic’s Constitution.

The problem of building a new police-organization in Indone-
sia had thus to take into account : the national aspirations to live
in a constituticnal state based upon democratic principles as stated
in the Constitution. In addition we had to take into consideration:
the impact of the march of scientific and tachnological progress on
ong hand and the decline of man's ability o Hve and work together
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2. The text of the Tri - Braia,
'-The text: of ‘the Tﬂ - Brata runsas. fotiows o

"é'n - Brata

1 Polisi ity rastra sewakottama
2. Polisi itu nagara janottama; -
3. Polisi itu jana anucasanadharma.

The Indonesian version is :
Tri-Brata:
1. Polist itu abdi utama dari’ pada nusa dan bangsa
2. Polisi itu warga negara utama dari pada negara:

.3, Polisi ity wajib menjaga ketertiban pribadi dari pada
rakyat

Let us turn to the Sanskrit Text and give a condensed explan-
ation of the terms included therein.

“Tri - Brata™”.

The term "7Tri - Brata” is derived from the word "tri” and
“brata. "Tri’"" means three and "brata’” corresponds with vow, in
the sense that the principles are an expression of the spirit of
“police’”’, manifesting itself in the person of the policeman who
has bound himseli by this vow. As a vow which is self imposed,
these principles are more meaningful and binding upon the indi-
vidual than an gath which is requirved by an externel force.

«

“Police itu rastra sewakottama’.

The word "police’ is indonasian for police. "'itu'" is used here
in the sense of should be, a kind of admonition from the person’s
inner being to himself. The Sanskrit term "'rasira sewakottama’’ is
derived form "rastra”, "sewaka’ and "utama”’, "'Rastra” correponds
with country and people, “sewaka” is an equivalent of servant,
and “utama” is used in the sense of examplary. So the term ‘rasira
sewakottama'™ would be translated into "examplary servants of
the couniry and its peaple”,
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Se&emﬂ VOWS

The Tri-Brata as the three solemn vows gwea reason to the
problem why the nolice principles included ther ein are an express-
ion of the “policespirit” ftself. And the answer is to be found in
the functioning of police as it has been manifesting itsalf in the
course of time thmuqhout the history of community and society
development from s stage of tribal life and life in the city-states
up to the stage of our maodern structure of nations. In this conneg-
tion it may even - be noted that the Sanskrit fanguage of the terms
stated in the Tri-Brata mdtcate.«, an eragm wh:ah goes haak o the
hiSLGi‘f of ancient Indonesia. ;

The function of police :

- The forms of different kinds of communities have undergone
continuous changes from olden timas up o the present, but still
_tha uitlmate end of avery community or society whatsoever form
it msghz have, has alwavs remained the same : the happines of man
and the welfare of the groun as a3 whole. Fresident Soekarno in his
address to prominent police-officials from thoughout Indonesia at
the gpening ceremony of the new Polics Headquarters” Building
in Jakarta reminded us of an old Indonesian saying conceived in
the words : “tata - tenirem - kerta raharja’’. "Tata' means order,
“tentrem’’ means peace, “kerta” is activity and “raharja” is wel-
fare. There is no weifare without the necessary activity, no activity
is possible without peace, and there i is no peace thinkabie without
order.

What is the function of pelice in relation to the conception
of "tata - tentrem - kerta - raharja” ?

We know that for smooth and cooperative action and living,
the need of rules of behaviourand those of law was soon recognized
in the community. However in spite of all this, there were always
members of the community whoowing to different circumstances -
did not keep the rules. Their behaviour in this respect endangered

the welfare and even the existence of the community as a whole.
To save security within the bounderies of the community and for
the benefit of the general welfare, there had arisen the function
of police Tor enforcing the rules of law, so that order and peace
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could be maintained. According to the above mentioned: the
a’mction of police In the Indonesian sense could be comprehendsad

“the .maintenance of erder and peace for the benefit of- the
weifare of the peapie

£ xampiaw sewamﬁ ef ﬁ"m vﬁuﬂﬁy and its peogﬁe

The problem of building a new:police-organization in Indon&
sia haa among other thing fo the take into account: the national
aspirations to live in a constitutional state based upon damaaranc
principles, or in a so calied "Wohifartstaat”.

What is the positionof the police in sucha constitutionalstate ?

_The conception of a "Wohlfartstaat”' as far as it regards ihe
uhtimate cause of the state, actually does not differ from a state
based upon the principies of “tata - tentrem - kerts - raharga”
since the final end of a “Wohifaristaat” is also conciuded in the
welfare of the people. In such & state too the function of police
could be conceived as the maintenance of order and peaca for the
banefit of the welfare of the people. This means that the police
have not only to maintain order and peace for the sake of order
and peace themselves, but it has 1o be menaged for the cause of a
prosperous couniry and the genaral welfare of the people. This
is why the police next their task of law enforcement have relations
with alt walks of life in society and all kinds of community activi-
ites which all make the functions of police so complex and arduocus.

Zxampiary citizens of the state;

The police have to maintain order and pesce which are basad
upon the laws of the country. They have to enforce law so that
individuals do not offend the rules of the state. Just because of
that mission,a policeman primarily must himself be a good citizen,
faw abiding and loya! to the state. He must be an examplary citizen
of the staie, in order that he may find public confidence and the
- greatest success in carrying out his duty to maintain order and
peace. Thus the second principle says that the police should be
examplary citizens of the state.
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Guardians of the self-discipline of the people ..

This princgiple has its relation to the arising problem of the
emergence of a new social discinline in modern society as the only
alternative to chaos.

What is the position of the police in the current crisiz, of
modern society 7 The new social discipline -has to be the self
discipline, sprung from the social conscience of mian as the ability
o recognize whai-is evil and what is good, which ‘is wrong and
which is right. For, the more in this modern world of the life of
the messes, general -welfare of the people will be attained onby
with this salf-discipline. Due to the rising tide of new collective
consciousness and sosial responsibility which has come 1o the
fore since the end of hoth the two World-Wars, thé palice have 1o
- be guardisns of the self-discipline of the people. 7~

Sonciusion.
With the adoption of the Tri-Brata a3 the basic principiss of

the Indonesian National Police as above explained we have heen

arriving at the conclusion - which 1 am sure all of vou agree upon -
that we, policemen throughout the whole world, in whataver
country we might have our duty,are all moving towards the same
direction : the schisvement of a new police-dissinline, in order
that we may contribute to the betterment of our madern socialy
for the benefit of the hapoiness of man and the welfare of the
entive huran racs.

, fay this brief comment on the Tri-Brata be a modest coniri-
bution of the Indonesian National Police to the attainment of our
joint cause: a police law enforcement and management system
which conforms to the aims and objestives of our modern sosety.

8.5, Seekanto Tjokrodiatmodijo
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| RUANL: KEPUSTA%\(AA%\!

a __Uiasar; hu%«u

i:mﬁ;s on cirug Iaw enforCement (Permaman Narkot:ka
Satas batas organssas: dan informasi pada peiaksanaan hukum_
berkena dengan ohat bsus} (Cambrudge Mass The MET Press
?980) 3186 ha!aman DT -
_ Orgaméas; orgamsasl udak pemah mencapal apa yang d:m:m
p:kan oleh crang orang. yang mendmkannya atau apa yang d:tegas-
' kan oleh para pengganti mereka, Duraa dt mana suatts organisasi
bekeqa berbeda das‘:pada duma \;ang menurut rencana diharapkan
menjada tempat organ:sas; yang bersaﬂgkutan bekena kepenting-
an-kepentingan para pelaku mernisah-dari kepentingan- kepenting:
an yang diperkirakan akan ada jarang bercampur dan biasanya
be__;t_e_ntaﬂgan dengan apa yang dikehendaki atau diperiukan oleh
organisasi; mekanisma- mekanisma komunikesi dan pengawasan
Yang dlfikwkan dengan tehza mempunyal batas-batas vang tidak
diduga daﬁ menghas;%kan akibat-akibat yang tidak diperkirakan,
Oleh sebab Hu, usaha pengkaijian organisasi menimbulkan masalah
dasar berkenaan dengan kemuﬂgkman perencanaan yang rasional
dari kegiatan sosial, berkenaan dengan masalah apakah bijaksana
mengadakan pergncanaan ataukah tidak lebih baik kita menerobos
maju secara pragmatis saja. Beberapa ahli sosiclogl tidak bisa sempai
pada. keyakinan bahwa tindakan rasional tidak memecahkan per-
saalan Orang-orang lain menganuy pandangan yang lebih pesimis,
Keyakinan mana yang dianggap benar tergantung pada orga-
nisasi-organisasi khusus vyang menguasali  perumpamazn  yang
diterapkan pada abstraksi teori seseorang. Beberapa organisasi
rupa-rupanya bekerja cukup baik dan memberikan harapan.
Urganisasi- organisasi lain rupa-rupanya merupakan kegagalan
yang tak tertolongkan lagi, dan kegagalan ini terbeniuk se-
demikian rupa dalam konstruksi dasar organisasi-organisasi yang
bersangkutan sehingga kelihatannya menunjuk  penilaian vang
negatif. Hasil pengkajian Peter Manning tentang di kesatuan pe-
laksanaan hukum berkenaan dengan obat bius (drug) — saja di
suatu kota besar di Amerika, yang satu lagi di suatu kota satelit
di dekatnya — mendorong orang ke arah yang pesimis.







'ahivahks dars dmas ‘narkotika. Pohs; narkcuka memparburuk ma-
___:sa%ah dengan meﬂyembunytkan keterangan terbatas, yang dimiliki

12 takut babwa kasus-kasus mereka akan d:curt orang.

__jMereka bek ja untuk mempemleh manfaat sebanyak ‘mungkin _
 dari’ kepent:ngan kepentmgan Jaﬁgka pendek mereka’s@ndlr; di-
: _'anggap baik oleh polisi-polisi lain yang mereka hormati pandang-
an- pandangannya membenarkan  gaji yang mereka terima dan
dana. yang mereka gunakan sebagaﬂ pembeli obat haus untuk da nat
membuktikan kesa.ahan para pengscer, kadang- kadang bemsaha
mencipia sedikit kerja lembur bagi mereka ‘sendiri untulk me:
~ nambah penghasilan mereka Pada umumnya, sekai:an faﬂa fakta

dan pengertian yang men;ad; dasar kegiatan ini “adalah menurut
kerangka tertentu (contextual), yang berlangsung terus karena -
sesuai dengan semua orang beranggapan saja bahwa demikianlah

“keadaannya. Sekaliarn 'ini memberi kesan bahwa kita dapai me-

nemukan suatu perangkat iafsiran. vang sejenis, vang juga ter-
pisah dari alat apapun untuk mengujl kebenarannya, ke mana
saja hendak mengarahkan perhatian kita. Paimg sedikit, ini
adalah suatu hipotesa yang masuk skal LY )/

Mudah- mudanan saya membenkan gambaran Vang benar
tentang argemen vang dikemukakan oleh Manning. la menulis
dengan gaya penulisan vang sangat buram, hal mana tidak di-
baniy: olesh MIT Press yang tidak mengadakan editing yang se-
rius, malah juge tidak mengadakan koreksi cetakan percobaan
vang baik. Saya kira saya tidak pernah melihat suatu buku yang di-
hasitkan- oleh suatu penerbit pustaka ilmiah besar yang mengan-
dung sekian banyak salah ejaan dan kesalahan-kesalahan tipografi
lain, beberapa cukup serius sehinggs arti sungguh-sungguh men-
iadi sesuatu yvang diragukan,

{Howard 5. Becker, Northwestern University, dalam Con-
tempora Sociology, Jilid X, No. 4 {Juli 1981), him. B28.8; di-
teriemahkan oleh Harsja W. Bachtiar).
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C. Bacaan puhhan daiam limu Kepoi:s;an

L JUdUE | 5 Intmductmn to Police Science .:: _____
Oleh .+ Joha L Sullivan NG

Assastant professar and COO!’dIﬂdtOI‘ of F’ohce
Science Pasadena City College {asisten profesor
dan koordinator {lmu Pengetahuan Kepoi:s:an”
Perguruan nggt Kota Pasadena).
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