Towards New D;mensmn of

::_-:'_;'Parhamenfary L:branes Cooperation in-Asia Pacific

) iltﬂel" uppcm can. work wcnde;‘s”

Absti’act

£ ..Sejaian dengan perkembangan feknologr yang k.'an canggih
.. otornasi.dan sistem yang terkait dalam suatu jaringan informasi,
.- menjadi.kebutuhan mendesak dan. pokok pembicaraan dewasa
-ini,- termasuk di parfemen. Karenanya, dalam Konperensi APLAF
ke-4 di Canberra, Ausiralia, hal tersebut tefah dipilih menjadi tema
pokok. Disadari, betapa penting dan sirategisnya peran ofomasi
dan sistem yang terkait dalam jaringan informasi di DPR-RI,
sebagai safah satu unsur sistem . pendukung. pangkalan data,

- bersama-sama dengan peran manusianya. Di sini dikemukakan

. ?{By F’altak Paﬂoga Namggolan*) o

-.berbagai -masalah dalam sistern pendukung di parlemen dan -

-.alternatif solusi yang dikedepankan, melalui peningkatan
~kerjasama regional di Asia Pasifik; antara sistem pendukung dan
~mereka yang berperan di belakangnya. Yang patut diperhatikan
-juga adalah pembahasan relevansi antara kehadiran sistem yang
terkait dengan demokratisasi yang tengah menggejala d; seluruh
dunia, seiring dengan globalisasi. - . 5

INTRODUCTION

" Today's rapid development of library services is marked by the using

of electronic equipments in many aspects. A'computerized system with
a simple or more sophisticated technology has been introduced every-
where.” The new approach ¢f utiiizing electronic equipments brings us

to the new era which |dentsf;ed as globalzzatson or an era of free flow of

information.
There are so many hardwares and softwares offered by computer

companies in exhibitions or televisions. Ten years ago library services

The wiiter is a researcher in Conter for Hesearch and Informalion Services of The House of Representatives

of the Republic of Indonesia (DPR-RI).



still cperated computers with limited capacity and speed, but now they
have equipments which can store datas much more and can be oper-
-ated faster. The personal computers such as XT, ET ete. and the sofiwares
~such as Wordstar, Wordperfect, Lotus etc. which were very popular in
‘those years, become soon obselete and are replaced by “the next gen-
eration products like pentium and software Windows that can perform
- multi functions.in more practical way. ¥ . o

- Beside the facilities above, we have other chaices o use CD-ROM/
RAM, microfiche, canofile etc. o store datas effeciently and to keep them
 safely. Those facilities help us:inisclving the-problems coneerning the =
space in the library, and they make our jobs easier. In a shor fime,
office automations and library facilities have developed quickly.2 And
now we are in the era of internet with” many providers offer us some
options to superhighway access. Mareover, mulimedia program o help
ibrary with digital sysiem and electronic publishing as strategic elements
of information’infrastruciure, are developingin advanced countries.® As
a result, some users in‘established libraries can easily decide what facili-
ties'they must buy and install, while the others are still confuse to choose

the properane, .+

DPR-RI'S DATABASE CONDITION . SR

“Olr parliamentary (DPR-RI) library has introduced - electronic ser-
vices in 1991.7 At the beginning, the library “had 19 stations and oper-
ated anon-line system which called Local Area Network (LAN). There
was:only 1 server that had capacity ‘about 500 megabites. From our
computer centre room with 1 station in the library for the supervisor, this
server was connected to 5 stations in the Center for Research and infor-
mation Services and to 13 stations in committees, including State Bud-
get Committee, Household Committee ‘and Committee for Inter-parlia-
mentary . Cooperation.

For its database, we used Inmagic 7.1 software to store datas and
search it anytime we needed without having serious problem. This friendly
software is. actually a text base database that can.-perform library,
archaives and docu ments functions. We can store datas to our database
directly or with using other word processors. We can move datas from
one station {o another station and we can also update, change, add or
delate the datas whenever we want. The information in this database

1) Parsenal computers revelution and the uéiﬂg'ef elegtronic mai {e-ma# have iaeen midentifiad by Alfin Totfter
as exampias o tenomena of *the third wave® in his bast saller book published in 1980, Tha Third Wave

2} See "Menuju Era Perpusiakaan Etaktronik, * Suara Pembaruan. 7 Octobat 1988, p. 20

3 Gemany's govamment has aliocated DM 1.9 miliard for developing iorary with digital system, See “Jermar  ~liakan
1.5 Miliar Mark Untuk Bangun Perpustakaan Digital® Svara Pembaruan, 15 August 1856, p 3



fcan be searched from various aspect, e.g. its- keyword Hitle, subject ora

i : 3.'years the con _
gbrary, documentary and. research.section was officially. united in-a Cen-
ter.for Fﬂeseazch and Information Services.® We found that Enmag;c data-

_':80 we decide toinstall ISIS daiabase for our library.andresearch cen-

Entegrated Set of Information. Systems) isused: by us as

-ingforany. nformatlo by iSiS can be. done Wlth the: apphcailon of Bool-
ean. operator,: truncaﬁon or prox;mxty I not-all. information . keepmg in
index. or- inverted file, users-can do- free searching. As bibliografic data-
base, the fibrary itself has stored 16.000 titles of 40.000 books we have.
The users of 1SIS canbe connected to users in any.countries with internet
CDS (Computenzed Documentation System)/SIS Mailing List. Theyean .
join discussion group through BITNET, JANET, EARN or any neiworks
that have connections . with internet. Through this. ﬂetwork ‘users can
issue news, asking advices or answering questions. - :

... At the moment, our databass has been compieted wrth draﬂ Eeg:sia—
tions and regulations, committee and research reparis, correspondence
and other. documeniary materials created in the course of our legislative
actwutles We malntam a eearchable database of curreni‘ indonesia iaws

iSSio _' omm es. heanngs meetings;:seminars and other ieg:s!a-
tive eveni eports. ‘Meanwhile, the information or- research that not be- -

ticular trends and developments of new technology, ‘information, library
and field research on sensitive domestic economic.and political issues,
suchas suecession, national car policy, conilicts of interest among elites
efc; information, fibrary and field research on finangial matiers, ‘espe-
cially dealing with intransparent project and: funds which. catised distor-
tion, ineffeciency and. high cost economy; research on- siate'(nat;onai)
budget bill in-order o give detalled f:gures and explanaiuons 1 he mems
bers.of pariament.. o : e
We manage otherinformation products wh:ch are transrerred from
word processors WS, WP, Windows or Q-pro, SPSS eic. And we just
instatled a network facility which covers state budget issues only. Mean-
while, microfiche, CD-ROM and other non-on-line facilities are maintained.

4) Re earch requests are corctuc 2d today by 26 resgarshers from various disciplings We have 5 divisions of re-
searches. such as law, economic, sogial domestic petitic and international reiations. and offer either Ebrary and
field reasearchas,

' ':_:_;'.:bﬂef background etc Of course, wecan prmttheanformanon we found in .

changed rap[dly--Our parhamentary li-
...:.base was:not.tolerable to support all: members of: parl:ament demands. -

liografic:and: referrai database. Likeother softwares: searchs - =

ing met adequately for the members of parliament at presentare:: mates
rials on mtematlenai treaties and laws; information on. technology,in par-. -



Thus, the database we offered are varies. Modem: can be used to link
our database-with-many Sources of infarmation, for instances National
Statistical Bureau (BPS), Centre for Scientific Documentation and Infor-
mation (RDi)Indonesian Institute of Sciences (LIP1), newspapers, maga-
zines; universities,. government agenc:les daiabases USIS USiA and
otherforelgn sotirces of information:” RS ; :

Amon-line systemof elecironic semces in our parhamentary Ilbrary
gives::the users “a direct and an-equai- access ineommittees, factions
and secretariat general organs-‘as well.9 i-requests can be done by

the memiers of. parliameni ortheir staffs from different places. The op-1

eratorsinour computer and research centre in the library, siore the datas
and-update it everyday guided by research librarians and researchers.
The supervisors always check regularly the condition of the hardwarés
and softwares whether they should be repaired or rehabilitated for the
sake of giving unintezuppted electronic sarviges, On the other hand, the
Chiefs ‘of Information Services make their evaluahon to* lmprove and
give-betier services for the parliament. i 3

To-respond dramatically increased requests from our members of
pariiament, we added 1 new'server in our computer centre room which
had capacity about 540 megabites. For our electronic iibrary services
fiself, we installed 3 new stations and 5 'more for the research centre
room. Eurthermore, we enlarged .our on-line network service to 4 fac-
tions in pariament and 1 station each for Proceeding Section, Special
Committee and ‘Bureau of Administration and Personnel'in Secretariat
General of parliament. Totally, our electronic services in tibrary is now
facilitated: with 34 stations which have on-line connections with all commit-
tees, factions and the Secretariat General. And hardwares like desktop,
HP laser det IV and scanner have equnpped our parhament 5 compuier
network configuration.

- Constructive development is stiéi-going on. Since 2 years ago, we
have internet facility, although it must be accessed indirectly through The
Board of Technclogical Research and Application (BPPT). Then, we got
touchscreens which keep information on the titles of new books we bought,
the orders ofthe day and other pariiament’s activities, the names and the’
rooms of the members of parliament etec, We installed it in-some straie-
gic places. Hopefully, in the new building which is now under construction,
our glgctronic service will have multimedia information system that com-
plezed with motori zed screen, video projector, parabola antenne, mtrane’i
etc.

5) Indanestan parliament's supporiing system adopts a shared central cesource for information. It is an appropiiate
modet lar our pasliamantary services, because ils accesshilty. All committeas and factions can accass lo the
databases wa provided. The mambars of parliament can have equal end fair services without linking their position
ta majority or minority in patdiament.



VAF?EETY PROBLEMS

Unllke advanced counmee generelly developmg counmes have fl-
nanmal problems deaimg w:th proviging elecironic.services. ft must be
admltted that the establishment of eleotromc services in our parhamen«
tarylibrary ~ from the'ﬁbegmnmg could be done with ‘the ajd -from our
colleagues in The'Asia’ Foundation. This foundation has helped us in
equipping- our information - servlces WIth servers personal__oomputers '
pnﬂters COpy. machznes etc. s _ :
'.E_ven at the eariy yoars when our own fund was not;enough The
Asi Foundatron lent.us their office auiomations. We. got also computer. .
experts and researchers who worked.as, consultants to. develop our
parlimentary llbrary eleoi:rontc services. “Later.came.the. aid from
Germany’s foundation, that is Konrad Adeneuer Stn‘tung, which give us
its fund untll today to prowde new ec;mpments andto tram our computer
opez’ators librarians and reseaohers

In gene£al ihe problem inhuman resouroes pianmng and deve[op-
ment we faced is mutation and how to put the right man in the right place.
Nexi, because of the fast development of hardwares and softwares, we
have the probiem on further education and ira;mngs for the people who
involve in infarmation services. And to exchange our fibrary products
and publications with other parliamentary libraries, specifically we have
problem in translation from Indonesian language o . English. - Frankly
speaklng, we need translators to publish our publications in engfish.

+We need also more modem equipments to link our database ses-
vices with other parliamentary libraries and we should' establish our
homepage which covers many parliamentary products and information.
it is & fact, that until today we do not have an independent e-mail address
and every e-mail must be ‘sended through BPPT ‘e-mail address be-
calse ourinternet facility is a gift from BPPT (a’ governmenial agency for
technological research and' application).5 We dé not have - a Sophisti-
cated, fast and good quality internet facifity. We know that we have diffi-
culties in‘increasing electronic service facilities and oqmpments WIth our
own fund.

« Perhaps we remember the terminology of “garbage in garbage out”
to explain the ‘existence of computer as a tool that must be operated by
human-beings, That is why, brainwares play strategic ‘role in glectronic
services. Without them, our computers can not work well and store only
useless daias. As a consequence human resources shoufd get good'
attention to develop.

The more sophisticated hardwares and softwares produced the more

61 Ourterative emai address is JWIWW. yar‘-!i‘ggjg_ or WiYW.sondang go id or WIWWinyo.ga id.



. problems with human resources deveiopment we had. Sometimes we
confuse to choose suitable hardwares or softwares to be bought and.
_“msialled because of the fast developmg technology recently Sure, knowl-
‘edge gap has broughi about barriers in giving &lecironic serwces for ou r
parhament For example beoause of tehnical problem_s we have ever
Host. ourtmporiant datas, both textual and bibliografic, =
S Sometlmes hrm%ed knowledge and ssz of the operaiors is worsened o
' -3by poOr. plannlng in mutanon Once, some of the empioyees in our
.parttamentary ilbrary were reass;gned to ‘new. posis in other “part of

Secretariat General Office which had no reievance with fibrary services,
“their knowledges and skills. That means -a wasie of time and money,f'_ o

‘while we stiff need more ec;mpments anci must estabhsh our homepage '
and owi e- mall address to increase our eiectron:c services, | 5

“We are aware i:hai the need to facilitate our eleotromc sewlces WIth
muittmedla equipments in the long run will face also human resources
problems, Professional management which must be given fo meet the
demands of the. members of parliament will need suuta@ly qualified librar-
ians. Since users need tramlng to keep them in touch with the develop-
ment of new technology, ‘the usage of’ sophisncatod equmments in our
iibrary shou!d be :mp[emented in the nght time.

EARL‘Y QOOPERAT?O

The embryo of cooperatlon arnong parliamentary hbranes inthe ASla
Pacsftc region have been formed in 1990 by the founding of Association:
of. Parixamentary Librarians of Asia and the. :Pacific (APLAP). But bilater-
ally, it has been done in.our partiamentary fibrary ten vears before, aspe-
clally w:th the USA. We have built contacts with Library of Congress by
tramxng our parhament staffs or researchers there or recsiving regular
visits, from US Congress staffs. We shared information by doing intense
dsscussxons And through the help of The Asia Foundation, we got new
books and. Library of Congress or Congressional Research Serv;ces
pub[tcations
o Mwe need ceriain.laws or bills which have passed or have been
seussing .in US Congress we will ask S Embassy officials {either:

18187 Zorinsky Memorial Library or Representatives of Library of Con-
N g ssin Jakaria) by Jetter, phone orvisitits office. They keep their datas
irect facilities, for instances CD-ROM and microfiche, and direct
iacmtiés linked by internet or the so called sophisticated Legi-slate pro-
gram. !ﬂ the near {uture, we hope that we should not come to US Em-
bassy t0.have all information we needed if on-line electronic services
between U8 Congress and Indonesian parliament has been established.




-t means we save time and money:in serving the parliament. - - - -

. The same cases were found.in our bilateral retations with France,
Germany, Japanand Australia. We must contactor visit their Embassies
10 get informatio rom their parliament or-government. In our perspec:..
tive, an on-line sysfem among parliamentary libraries; at least in Asia
‘Pacific region; must be builtto cope with the fastincreasing needs in the
e trad of tolerate again indirect or. non-automatic
_ senvice since it takes time, has bureaucratic constraints and expensive

Y A AR . & A

" On the other side, our per jorary ¢

~ ASEAN countrie onger because of the AIPO (ASEAN Inter- °
Parliamentary Organization) activities, We know that each country in Asia
Pacific has different condition and development, particularly in its library
supporting system, with regard to 1o its budget support and human re-
sources problems. However, poorer facilities and limited service can be
improved by strengthening cooperation among us, not only bilaterally,
but also regionally. The instingt to help each other will motivate us o
increase regional cooperation among.parliamentary librarians in compli-
ance with more conducive siiuation existed at the moment. . -

5.

ON-LINE SYSTEMAND DEMOCRAGY.. ...~ .

~+“We are sure that the coming of information era promise a better gov-
ernment in the future. The positive impacis of on-line system will poten-
tially improve democracy.” Personal computers which are connected in
aninteractive network will strengthen the level of participation of the people
in democratic process and civil affairs because of accessibifity in many
sectors. Fundamental political debates and dialogues will develop well if
people have access'to public information ‘and can interact electronically
with government agency and parliament Vice versa, ¢

We know that public policy needs often bargains. And internet is the

first media which will make the people easily to investigaie and partici-
pate in our foday’s problems.® Obviousty, it will give the people possibili-
ties.to.exchange their views or opinions. In other words, internet wil
strengthen democracy by providing many accesses to the people who
want to know about an issue they nesded

7) Sea B _Gézés. ‘Perﬁerinta‘han yang Lebiﬁ Baic? Pasti Tetjadi dalam Era Informasi,” Kompas, 3 Septembar 1938,
=Xt B L

Tre actuzl issue on the existence and wpocance of ntemet and its problams, sea for example, *Owning Facts,”
Intemnational Herald Tribune, 4 Novembar 1995, p.B.

9) See Gatss, jgooh,

B

our parliamentary library bilateral relations with



We car say: that the existence of intemet has solved the c;uesilon of
mo f-information 9. If prewousiy the govsmment is the main
‘sources’ of-;nformatuon inwhich most of thern have never reached for the
;}eopie eveniothe peopie who are very concern: with'such mformatron '

now is the ‘situation’ changzng Internet g:vss the peopie possrbrhttes to.

get’ mformat:on from the government and: parhament equally. Electaon .

LIOF; votmg that can be mcreased by i'he supporimg of. mtemet isone impor»
'tant exampte i :
Through i:hss facrhty, ihe people can svaiuate whatthe candldatss m_

' speeches and can survey the candidates supporters and’ recommenda—.
tions they got from non-paﬁ;san groups. Even the psopte can discuss to
whom thay shouid give thelr voies: Forthis reason, it is now the time for
usio establish electronic. services in paritamantary libraries by imk;ng an
on- -line database system among the countries in Asia Pac;irc. _

“We can'build an effeciént andi responsive. govsmment in which per«
sonal compuiers mternet and-other electronic services will play impor-
tant ole 1o ¢raate a batter civil saciety, especsally in developmg coun-
tries, and to motivaté political communications and dialogues all over the
world.'® Although the challanges will come from authoritarian regimes
that does not like dissemination of information and openness as the posi-
tive impacts of globalization, cooperation among parliamentary librar-
ians and reseachers, and moral commitment io-help each other in build-
inga better democratic system, must be. sirengthened.’ Such coopara-
tion. could. help.hindering the danger of the cfash of. crwlnza’{ron as pre~:
drcted by.some futurulogs recently.’s. :

_To mpiemeni the ideas above, there are some agendas o be done
Firstly, let us establish.our homepages which cover all important infor--
mation like national laws and bills, orders of the day (parliament activities
agenda), proceecisngs rules of procedures books perlodtcals maga~

10) The eﬂon to make crsauvs and vaiue added dalabases wnl ralsa anclherquestlan namely mteiaec!ual prcpariy
i right that will ba discussed in an international conference on this Decernbnr 1986 in Geneva. See ‘Ownmg Facts,
) Igg gz} o S i

11} Gales,loc.cat‘
12) Ibid,

13) Many developing countrias have mroblems with cencorship of prass, both for printing and elacironic media. Prob-
ably, in the coming years {he same case will be faced by *interaciive media® or internat sefvice in ASEAN states.
" The question for us is how to avoid the free Tiow of information fram cancorship which hindered us from getting
accurate, objaclive and complete information we needed. The sama concern has emergad in US Congress and
becarna an interesting ediiorial, see "Eiectronic Infarmation,” Intecnational Herald Tribuns, 7-8 September 1995, p.

J.

14. The most infiluznce one is the work of Prol. Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Clvilization and the Bemaking of
‘Word Qrder, 1995, See also Tofler, on.gil,

r programs said. The: people can see the candidates’



. 'zmes newspapers ‘and other maienals reiated to pai‘haments need. ‘5)'.

Secondly, let us establish our electranic mail (e- rnall) addressess and
start making contact regulariy 161 We can begin with the s;mple one such
as: gwmg the mformat:on on ihe arnv l: of parhamentary visit; ‘Ehe_names_g :

s . whecominga, member of maxnf
' mtemet networks in As:a Paczf[c n So ai! mtemahonal semce users can

"poss;ble through channe!mg ndones:a to Asia Pacmc Backbone by
Radnet providerin Japan; 'Hoag Kong and Singapore. In the shori fun,”
we hop@ that the network'which haslinked Aus’fraha, Smgapor@ Hong
Kong. Japan and Indonesia will be broadenad and covers also Taiwan,
South Korea, Malaysaa Thatland the thi;ppmes Chma lndla anci o‘iher
Asm Pamf;c countrtes

THE NEED FOR STRONGER CGOPERA’HON \

In our op:nlon up to nowthe exustlng cooperatlon dces noi hetp much :
Because an on-line sysiem between parliameniary libraries has not yet
established. We can access only fo.certain parliamentary libraries, es-.
pecially in. developed countraes like US Congress Germany’s Bundestag
etc. We got microfiches from Australian and Japan Parliament but until
now there is no request for thai from our. members of parisament We .
think, the more useful and. practxcai way.io give.a quick reference.mate--
rial is by using infernet service and facility. The basic and genesal infor-
mation provided in internet is adequate. Neveriheless, we should com-:
pleie.the homepages or newsgroups with more. detailed information of.
parhamentary products and publications.in order to give the members of
parliament better service. On the other side, manual or printing publica-
tions which.we got from other parhamemary libraries have .not been .
regularly sended to us” and has not been appropriate and adequate. In
fact, we need regular publications which cover current legal materials or
any laws which just passed in other parfiaments as comparative materi-

15) We agree if the homepages or newsgroups must cover key or basic information resources. Sut it wil be better i it
covers also othér infarmalion ke what has happenad recently in parkament, the compasttion and the names of the
chairmen of the padiament, bills which arg bemg dlscussed apd laws u-.-h 00 as just passeed in lhe pEenary meal-
ing, the next national efaclion Ble,

18} The urgant need of e-mait has been anticipated by Tolier in 19805, He predccled the using of e-mait wil sharpiy
increasa in ihe decada ahead, So, we are now enlering the era of "ihird wave,” Sea Toffler, op.gil,

17} Ses “lndonesia Masuk Jaringan Utama Internat Asla Pasilik.” Palita, 30 Augus: 1596, p. 2. See aleo "Indonesia
Masuk Jaringan Utama Inmemet Asia Pasifik, " Suara Karya, 30 August 1528, p.10.




als o our members. of parhamem that wift be useful in helping them tc:)
review | th@ same bill. .~

o As we men’iloned before our parisamentary hbrary has cooperahon
dnrecily or., mdtrect]y with some. domestic and international institutions
and parhamentary libraries, mcludtng !ndonessan National Library, Uni-.
versity.of Indonesia, World Bank.and United Natrons We. receive regu-

darly. their products and pubhcaitons From foreign par%lamentary librar. - -

fes we__.strii get. their products and. publications too, e. .g. from National
Assembl f:France Germanys Bundestag and lnter-naﬂon Library of.
- Congress. through its Representative in Jakarta, Japan Parhament (im=
clud G .m roﬂche) Australian Parliament (mciudmg microfiche) etc. That,
is'the current level of. cooperatlon of our parliamentary. Eibrary with other
natlonal and mternatlonal libraries and institutions, ... :

.Of.course, there are furiher benefits which could be achieved through
nmproved cooperatlon w:ih other parhamentary libraries, especially in pro-.
viding comparative materials and studies for our members of pariament.
in bills review, We believe any informaition about other parliaments are
always important and give benefits or advaniages for increasing
interparfiamentary cooperation, either bilaterally or multilaterally. And we-
see that interlibrary cooperation can be mproved but at first we should
have some pnontnes nameiy

1.-To cieveiop more contacts and communrcatnons among parfiamentary
“librarians through manual and electronic. correSpondences (by air
~ mail, facsimile, internet etc.); 5|
2. 7o increase exchanges of products and pubhcattons
3. To establish an on-line system through internet or by usmg modem
equipments; & ' '
To establish our own e-mail addresses and homepages in internet;'®
- 70 exchange datas by using electronic services, particularly datas
on current political, economic and social issues, for instances APEC,
AFTA, AIDS, envsromental problems, etc - _
6. o increase comparatwe studses and exchanges of librarians and
researchers; S o
7. Toincrease seminars, workshops or trainings home and abroad;

o

18) Wa have proposed fo estalish an on-line computer natwork 5ys 'em areng patiamants c.f the worid or members
of IPU {Inter-Paniamentary Union) 3 years ago in amingife iy 1] fa donction. da U
lntarpariementaira {Seminar on the Bele and Function of the IPU) haid in Geneva 1-11 November 1993, We see
this idza is stii relsvant today and the cooperation amang parliamants of the world witl be efective and effscient #
we can maka & happaned, becauss, because it wii give many advantages for them, meiuding APLAP members.

19) A brislinformation on internet, e-mall adress, homepage and how to search for and choose information neadsg
easily, s2e “Informasi Tumgahruah, Diparukan Kiat Menyadap dan tenyerap,” Suara Karya. 14 Oclobar 1986, p.
7.



8. To pu'bi_ish a scientific journal (APLAP Journal) which Fe:éé'i'\}é's'éﬂ’ :
 ticles or wrifings of APLAP members and channels their ideas and

' opinions in:analysis form.. .

Through developing contacts and communications by any means
increasing the.quality of cooperation, APLAP may improved the

* level‘of:.cooperation among members 29 And concerning with the differ-
-ence or diverse problems of APLAP members, we should help each oth-
- ers.” Financial, technical or educational assistances from developed
~.".countries or foreign foundations ‘still: needed for establishing electroni--
“cally services 2" Furthermore, APLAP should have its permanent secre-

tariat.?? The office of.the permanent secretariat could be decided by de-
liberations of the APLAP members in general meeting.

In conclusion, establishing an on-line system of our pariamentary
services will make better understanding among governments, parlia-
ments and nations, and will bridge communication gap among the coun-
tries in Asia Pacific that in turn could contribute to filling other gaps which
still exist. It is a real challenge for the next 5th APLAP's Biennial
Conierence which has been planned to be held in Manila, the Phitip-
pines, in 1998, by the recent conference in Camberra, Australia.

BRI

20) We absolutly agree with the idea 1o improve sommunication through a menitered newsgroup or other means. But
it must be followed up not oaly by electronic services (internel &tz.) but also by exchanging pasiamantary library
products ard publications.

21) Prior to providing equipments and lacilities, surely aid progam for advocary, expenise or feasibilily study must be
given to the countries needed.

22) To accomodate a fast increasing communication and astivities among APLAP members in the future, what we
really need is morg than a strong secratariatl, Some possibiliies for APLAP permanant sacralarial are: in Banghok
where IFLA regional office situaled, in Jakana where ASEAN and AlPO permanent secretariat localed, in Manila
which has strong patliament supporting system and many NGO's, ele. In parmanent secretasiat can be further
discussed the efforts to make the existing regional cooparation of APLAR become more effactive; the ganeral and
spacific problems and chaflenges that akways facsd by the members of APLAP, the effans 1o davelop relations with
other regionat and international organizations tike APEC, AFTA, ASEAN, Asia Pasilic Parliamentary Forum {FLA
ate.
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APPENDI{ I
iNFDﬁMATiON SEF—?ViCES IN BPR FEI

4 'Cilpplnge of variols domestac and mtematlonaé rzewspapers and maga-
Lozines o : N
g Gomputerized catalogs

- “References services

“ «Weekly. Report (various issues in-brief) - -

= Infg Packages {certain-important and hot %op C issues m br ef) :

sIn-depth-Analyses on:certain-criticali issues:. o :

- -National:budget policy.datas.and figures « -

=s=Various national and international issues databases

-+ ‘Abstracts of national laws =i

- Orders of the Day (parliament daily actavmes or agenda)

< Library and field researchas on ceriain issues -as. requested by the
memboers of parliament

-=Plenary.and committees reports and:proceedings -

- Hesumes and Complete reports cf semlnafs and confez’ences held in

v pariamentss < d ; : :

- “Analyses of: Iaws and bllis ' P

- List of questions for members of parllament for hearmg thh govem-
ment-officials .. : .

-+ Analyses"oi-people problems and complalnts o

- Materials for members of parliament in friendly talks w:th foreign
parlamentarians {parliamentary bilateral cooperation groups)

- - “Translation services in Indonesian, English and French fanguages

- " Seientific research ;ournal and articles pubhcatlens ir magazmes and

~hewspapers :
- 'Seminars.and conferences organazmg servi ices
- Speeches writing services
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