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Corruption in politics and business is, after war, perhaps the greatest threat to democracy. Academic studies
of corruption tend to come from the field of International Relations, analysing systems of formal rules and
institutions. This text offers aradically different perspective, and looks at how anthropology can throw light
on aspects of corruption that remain hidden within IR. Taking a more grounded, empirical and holistic
perspective, thistext reveals how corruption operates through informal rules, persona connections and the
wider social contexts that govern everyday practices. It looks at corruption in transitional societies such as
post-Soviet Russia, and also explores efforts to reform or regulate institutions that are perceived to have a
potential for corruption, such as the European Commission. The book also covers the Enron and WorldCom
scandals.
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